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' But she ?' in all the affairs submitted to him by his ministers.
" I can only write you this word, and it is full of sadness, for I must work and try to forget you for several days, to belong in the future more thoroughly and surely to you. It is noon ; I start again at ' Les Paysans ' for the tenth time, and all the muscles in my face work like those of an animal; Nature has had enough of work—she kicks over the traces. Ah ! why have I debts ? Why must I work whether I wish to or not? I am so unhappy, so tormented, so despondent, that I refuse to be hopeless; you must surely see that 1 am more than ever yours, and that I pass my life uselessly away from you, for the glory gained by inspired work is not worth a few hours passed with you ! In the end I trust only in God and in you alone : in you who do not write me a word more for that; you who might at least console me with three letters a week, and who hardly write me two, and those so short! " *
However, on April 18th he received a letter from Madame Hanska containing the words, " I wish to see you," and rushed off at once to Dresden, oblivious of everything but his one desire. La Presse apparently submitted to this interruption philosophically. Its readers had not found the opening of " Les Paysans" amusing, while Le Moniteur de lArmee had strongly and rather absurdly objected to it, as likely to lower military
* C( Correspondance/' vol. ii. p. 142. quite right to say:?    Precious time   was   wasted,   never to bed in March, and finished with the words, " Si la
